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TSPRAnNs await education rewrite

by Brenda Ritter

With more than 2,000 bills filed by
the state legislature since it convened
in January, many important issues
concerning school districts are being
debated in Austin. Much of the activ-
ity centers around “Education for To-
morrow,” Senate Bill 1, a 1,088 page
document.

According to former State Senator
Pete Snelson of Midland, by law, the
entire education code must be rewrit-
ten by the end of August 1995. Both
the Senate and the House of
Representatives presented their ver-
sions, and the two bills have gone toa
conference committee consisting of 10
members, five each from the house
and senate. The committee will study
both versions and make recommenda-
tions that will be voted on by the fuil
legislature.

Speaking at the TSPRA annual con-

ference, Snelson said that the bills in-
clude giving more control at the lo-
cal level. “However, more account-
ability comes along with local con-
trol. We won’t be able to blame the
Texas Education Agency or Austin for
our problems.” Local school districts
would also have the right to choose
their own textbooks. Legislators are
also considering three different high
school diplomas. They include ad-
vanced, academic and vocational.
Another debate is looming over
school funding. How much money
should the state designate for educa-
tion? How should school facilities be
funded? Should the state assist school
districts to meet facility needs?
Snelson said that even though the
state has designated $2 billion more
for education, that money just covers
new enrollment. “In five years, ev-
ery school district will have reached

the $1.50 tax cap. What will happen
then?” he asks.

TENET tracks bills

by Terry Cannon

Keeping up with what’s going on
in the Texas Legislature is a full-time
job, but TSPRAns can do it from the
comfort of their desks without hav-
ing to find a parking place around the
capitol.

TSPRA members may read bill
summaries and view the full-bill text
of major legislation on TENET,
which carries the Texas Association
of School Board’s electronic network.
To get to TASB’s bill tracking system,
select “Special Information Services”
from the main TENET menu, then
select “TASB Legislative Bill
Tracking.” This option has a series
of submenus: Welcome, 74th

See TENET page 2

Martin turns TSPRA helm over to Rogers

Newly elected President Charles
Rogers told the Board that he wants
to see TSPRA membership climb to
over 450 by the end of his term. The
current membership is roughly 385,
and considering attrition, this means
that each one of us is responsible for
recruiting one-half of a member or
convincing a current member to stay.
However, this may be easier than it
fooks because the board is currently
studying the membership categories
that include associate and student
memberships.

Charles Rogers with Executive Director Annell Todd, left, President-
Elect Linda East and Past President Dorian Martin.
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TENETfrom page 1

" Regular Session (1995), House

Calendar and Senate Calendar. Type
the number of your choice and press
the return key.

TENET also carries two TASB leg-
islative news groups that can be found
in the “News and Conferences” sec-
tion of the network.

o tenet.tasb.govt-news. TASB’s
Governmental/External Relations
Division’s main news group includes
editions of The Legislative Report
(published weekly during the legisia-
tive session) and State Board of Edu-
cation meeting highlights.

s tenet.tash.legis-session-updates.
Daily updates of special session ac-
tivities for the past 72 hours are posted
in this news group.

To make sure both news groups
show up in your news group listing,
type y when you enter the “News and
Conferences” section of TENET. Any
new news groups will appear with a
u in front of them. Go to the news
groups you wish to add and change
the u to an 5. The new groups will be
added and will appear each time you
enter “News and Conferences.”

Some TSPRAns print the bill sum-
maries and distribute them to appro-
priate staff members. Others just
dazzle their superintendents by drop-
ping into conversation assorted bill
numbers and references.

Senator Bill Ratliff, chair of the
Senate Education Committee, and
Representative Paul Sadler, chair of
the House Public Education Commit-
tee, have both encouraged educators
to let lawmakers know about the im-
pact proposed legislation would have
on local school districts.

Mr. Roger’s

The Board and I
will have to work
hard and long to
improve upon last
year, but we are
committed to
providing betier
services to our
membership and the
educational commu-
nity at large. That is
one of the reasons 1995 is going
to be a good year for TSPRA and
TSPRARs.

Another reason is that the
association’s program of work
will be based on the goals
established by the Board through
the Strategic Plan. I will send
you a copy of the plan after the
June Board meeting.

But our strategic plans and
zealous goals mean nothing
without the commitment and
enthusiasm of our members. It is
you, the people of TSPRA, that
make it all happen.

When [ was preparing to take
over this position, Annell and
Dorian, as well as many others,
told me that [ wouldn’t have
trouble securing people to work,
and they were correct. No one
told me no when I asked them to
take on some responsibility. And
if no one has asked you yet,
check out the list of committee
chairs on this page and volun-
teer.

I don’t know about you but 1
thought this year’s conference

hel'%éor‘ hood

was terrific! Thanks
to your input, the
presenters and topics
were in tune with our
needs and most of us
left with a little more
knowledge than when
we came. The week-
long conference was
only possible through
the joint effort and
hard work of some very dedi-
cated people. My hat is off to
John Stevens of TBEC, Kay
Metz and Louise Henry of TAPE,
Dorian Martin and Annell Todd
of TSPRA and the members of
their committees—too many to
list here—who worked very hard
to make it all happen.

On a personal note, I would
like to thank Dorian for her
support and willingness to share
decision making this past year. 1
will miss our meetings in La
Grange. President-Elect Linda
East and I may have to meet by
phone and FAX to coordinate
TSPRA work. However, I know
that we will stili have fun.

One last special bit of news:
Dorian is the only candidate for
NSPRA president elect. Your
Board and our own Bob Sharp, a
NSPRA vice president, joined
together to proudly nominate her
for the position. If Dorian is
going to follow in Steve Knagg’s
footsteps, she’ll have to learn to
sing C&W. Dorian, we are all
proud of you.

/.E\ISPRA News

“Is the Future What It Used to
Be?” is the theme of the National
School Public Relations
Association’s annual convention July
9-12 in Seattle. The event features
770 sessions that deal with topics such
as violence in the schools, the new
faces of America, crisis communica-

tion, winning at the polls, creating ef-
fective publications, creating founda-
tions, and effective public relations.
For information about the convention,
call NSPRA at 703-528-7017.
According to Bob Sharp our
NSPRA vice president, the NSPRA
building fund drive is in its final stages
and will end at the seminar in Seattle.
Sharp reports they are close to the
$100,000 goal and are expecting many

state chapters to do their part to make\
the drive a success.

Of special interest to TSPRAns is
the news that the NSPRA Past Presi-
dents’ Winter Conference is sched-
uled to be held on South Padre Is-
land in November. Brenda Nettles
Riojas spearheaded this idea, and
according to Sharp, helped to con-
vince the NSPRA Board that it would

be a success.
J
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"I learned
new things,
but I also
learned that 1
was doing a
lot of things
right which

was very

gratifying.”

Joint conference lives up to its name

by Dorian Martin

With an emphasis on “Creating
Connections for Texas Children,” the
Texas School Public Relations
Association’s conference brought a
number of new opportunities for
members.

The conference began with an over-
lap day on Wednesday, Feb. 22, with
TSPRA joining forces with the Texas
Association of Partners in Education
and the Texas Business and Educa-
tion Coalition. More than 70 TSPRA
members attended the one-day joint
conference.

Amy Jones, Adopt-A-School direc-
tor of the Greater Austin Chamber of
Commerce, said, "By bringing to-
gether TAPE, TBEC and TSPRA
members, this conference truly cre-
ated connections for those who vol-
unteer and work in the education
arena and those children who benefit
from their efforts.”

“I thought it was very beneficial to
network with members of the other
state associations,” said Susan
McGuire, Denton ISD coordinator of
public information. "I learned new
things, but I also learned that I was
doing a lot of things right which was
very gratifying.”

More than 200 TSPRA members
attended the TSPRA conference from
Thursday through Saturday, Feb. 23-
25. In addition, several members of
TAPE and TBEC registered to learn
more about school public relations.
Evaluations of the overall conference
showed a majority of excellent or
good ratings.

The general sessions speakers—-
National School Public Relations
Association Executive Director Rich
Bagin and Army National Guard
Quality Management Coordinator
Major Mac McGuire—received top
marks on evaluations.

Breakout sessions also were gen-
erally well-received. This year’s ses-
sions included a series on television,
as well as three in-depth sessions on
the crisis communications, minority
communications and presentiation
skills. Other timely break-out ses-

Connecting at the TAPE, TBEC, TSPRA joint conference are Katy Metz,
TAPE president; Joe Randoiph, Texas Eastman; and Dorian Martin,
TSPRA president,

sions included media relations, mul-
timedia, surveys and legislative is-
sues.

In addition, the evaluations indi-
cated that members appreciated the
longer period of time to view the dis-
play of award-winning publications.
The sign-up dinners, the new mem-
ber reception and the Austin Hyatt
Regency’s accommodations and ser-
vice also received high marks.

Although public relations people
are instruments of change, when a tra-
ditional event is altered, it invariably
elicits mixed reviews. While a few
people expressed a preference for the
old banquet format, evaluations
showed the majority liked the short-
ened version with entertainment.

New TSPRA member, Ben Wilson,
director of public information for
Aldine ISD, said the conference was
an eye-opening experience. Noting
that he was making the transition
from news reporting to his current
position, Wilson said, “There are
more facets to school public relations
than the public will ever know.”

However, the conference gives
members opportunities to keep up
with ever-changing technology. “It’s
amazing to me how in a period of a
year, we’ve had to step into technol-
ogy,” said Judy Peschel, Seguin ISD

public information coordinator.
"The video and the multimedia
workshops were really helpful to me
in taking strides into the world of
technology.”

“This was one of the better con-
ferences that I’ve attended,” said
longtime TSPRA member Bonnie
Sparrow, Fort Worth ISD director of
communications. “I really enjoyed
myself this year. The sessions met
my needs, and as usual, the network-
ing opportunities at the TSPRA con-
vention are wonderful.” She said that
besides picking up ideas for projects
and learning about job opportunities,
several members received moral
support.

Although he had heard about
TSPRA camaraderie, Wilson discov-
ered firsthand that TSPRARs are ex-
tremely helpful. Since the confer-
ence, Wilson has received several
notes from his new friends and col-
leagues.




June 9
TSPRA Board
Meeting
Austin, Guest
Quarters Hotel
10 am.-4 p.m.
July 9-12
NSPRA Seminar
Seaitle
Sept. 29
TSPRA Board

- Meeting &
General Member-
ship Meeting (in
conjunction with
TASA-TASB
meeting)
Houston
November
NSPRA Past Pres.
Winter Meeting
S. Padre Island
Feb. 18, 199
TSPRA Board
Meeting
Austin, Omni
Austin Hotel
2 pm
Feb. 18-20
TSPRA Confer-
ence
Austin, Omni
Austin Hotel
March 1996
Texas Public
Schools Month

And we had fun e e e creating connections

“Dorian, why are you crying?” newly
installed TSPRA President Charles
Rogers asks as he presents the
immediate past president with a gift,
(Naive Rogers thinks Dorian is sad
to be stepping down.)

"Would you repeat that answer?” Riney Jordan asks the Jeopardy host from
Esther's Follies while fellow contestants, Julie Zwahr and "Ace” Rogers

eagerly look on.
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"Tt's a beautiful day in our neighborhood... Won't you be mine?... Won't you
be my neighbor?” the TSPRA octet serenades President Charles Rogers.
Pictured are Judy Kriehn, Riney Jordan, Susan McGuire, Bob Massey, Janet
Crock and Susan Castro.

"The answer is, What is hardware?””
says Julie Zwhar, (This is an inside
joke. If you want to know why, come
to the 1996 convention.)

“If you think these TSPRA presidents
don’t know how to have fun, you
didn't see what they did after the
flash.' Pictured are Charles Rogers,
Cindy Randle, Terry Cannon, Ann
Spears and Dorian Martin, Back:
Chuck Hornung, Steve Knagg, Don
Agnew, Jerry Smith and Riney Jordan.



